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As with any organization that has as
deep and long a history in the
Philadelphia legal and arts
community as PVLA, we have
continued to work hard to stay at the
forefront of the practice of law for
our clients. Given the tumultuous last
few years, PVLA has examined the
ways we serve our clients as part of
an effort to redefine our relationship
with the arts, and transform the
organization as we look to come out
of this period stronger in 2022.
Part of that transformation comes
with the hiring of our new Executive
Director, Ken Metzner. Ken’s
background and experience within
the nonprofit and arts community
paired with his legal expertise helps
to position PVLA as a leader in both
arts and legal services. We are
absolutely delighted to have Ken on
board to help grow the organization.
While many things have changed, one
thing remains a constant for PVLA.
The bedrock of what we do, which is
provide stellar legal services to those
in need within the arts community, is
as strong as ever! With the
outstanding leadership from Ken,
and the rest of the PVLA Board, I see
a bright future for PVLA.

--Brian R. Kisielewski
President, PVLA

A Note From Our Executive Director
I am thrilled by the opportunity to participate in the re-invention of an
organization that does so much to uplift the artists and arts
organizations whose gifts enrich our lives. These unconventional
thinkers, do-ers, and makers need the support of PVLA now more than
ever, and we can help meet their increased demand for critical services
by finding new ways to serve, including through transformative
collaborations with law firms and other stakeholders in the arts.
Transformation begins from within, and, in addition to aligning behind
new strategic priorities, PVLA has some exciting changes in store. The
imminent launch of a new website, our upcoming relocation to a warm
and welcoming Center City office space, our recent hiring of two new
staff members with deep connections to the Philadelphia arts and
cultural sector, and a new tagline –WE EMPOWER ARTISTS– that
reflects our shared goal are just the beginning.
Philadelphia’s creative sector has been battered by the Covid pandemic,
yet remains resilient and optimistic. As the city’s cultural community
continues to emerge from the shadows of this challenging time, we must
remind them that PVLA is here to support them.
Thank you for your continued engagement with PVLA. I look forward to
co-writing with you our next chapters.

Sincerely,

Ken Metzner
Executive Director, PVLA
(he/him/his)

PVLA
Spotlight

PVLA is committed to artists and the creative sector. We want to highlight our
new Board and staff members, and their deep ties and dedication to Philadelphia's
cultural landscape.

Janine Beckles
Philadanco! | PVLA Board Member since 2021
A native of New York City, Janine started dancing at the age of six at Dance
Theatre of Harlem, where she stayed for eight years. She continued her
training at LaGuardia High School of the Performing Arts and the Ailey
School (performing “Memoria,” “Hymn,” and “Revelations”) both on full
scholarship. Janine received a BFA (Dance Performance) and a BA (Sociology)
from Southern Methodist University in Dallas, TX. Janine was a National
Foundation for the Arts award recipient in Modern Dance in 2000 and is a
former member of Dallas Black Dance Theatre.

John Viscardi
ArtSmart | PVLA Board Member since 2021
As an opera singer, John has performed on some of the world’s greatest stages and is
highly sought after for the power of his dramatic interpretation. As an entrepreneur
and non-profit leader, his experience spans multiple industries; from classical music
and education to insurance. This unique cross section of experience in business and the
arts gave John the tools to co-found ArtSmart, a national arts mentoring organization
that empowers students in underserved communities to find their voice through
mentorship with paid professional artists.

Mari Kraske
Communications Specialist
Mari is a seasoned communications professional who started her career working in
publishing; first at The Jim Henson Company, and later as a publicist for Workman
Publishing and Quirk Books. After receiving her MS in Arts Administration in 2012
from Drexel University, she has devoted her energy to the arts sector and has gone on
to work as Company Manager for feminist Flamenco company, Pasion y Arte,
Communications Manager for BalletX, and as an independent consultant for a variety
of Philadelphia arts projects and organizations.

Sezgi Hermans
Data Specialist
Sezgi has over 15 years of professional experience in Eastern Europe, China, and the US.
She has worked in the telecommunication and service industries and IT and has
recently specialized in Salesforce. She graduated from Istanbul University, Graduate
School of Business and she is also a painter and photographer whose work has been
shown at several galleries and the Stamford Museum in Connecticut. Sezgi has been
with
her family in
Philadelphia
since 2020.
"It was a pleasure to work living
with [an
organization]
who
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--Jonathan Bradley, The Crossing Chamber Choir
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--Jonathan Bradley, The Crossing Chamber Choir

PVLA's
Impact

For over 40 years, PVLA has been committed to supporting and strengthening the arts
community. Thousands of regional attorneys with expertise in a wide variety of practice areas
have volunteered their services to help hundreds of nonprofit groups and thousands of
individual artists who could not otherwise afford assistance. PVLA has been instrumental in
providing crucial legal services for our city's arts community, playing a vital role by continuing
to offer critical legal representation, advocacy, education, and counseling.
Below are some examples of the impact PVLA has had on Philadelphia's cultural sector in the last 10 years:

Since the onset of the Covid pandemic, PVLA lawyers have volunteered on more than 135 matters,
delivering close to one million dollars in free services to clients in the creative sector.
More than 36,000 hours of pro bono legal services to the arts & cultural community, with a value of
approximately $13.9 million over the past ten years.
Over 100 active volunteers from over 70 law firms and corporations throughout the greater Philadelphia
region in the last two years; an average of 30 volunteer attorneys added each year.
Serving artists and cultural organizations across all disciples: Visual Art, Dance, Music, Theater, Digital Arts,
Literature, Film and Video, and Multidisciplinary Arts.

Fall Fête
In October, PVLA hosted a “Fall Fête” cocktail party at
the Main Line Arts Center to thank our volunteers,
donors and outgoing executive director, Ryan Morris,
celebrate our clients, and welcome our new executive
director, Ken Metzner and our newest Board members.
Thank you to all who attended, and to our sponsors Saul
Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP, Balard Spahr LLP, Faegre
Drinker, Schnader , and Sellei Law for their support.

Front & Center: Empowering Artists
PVLA 2022 Gala
Save The Date for PVLA's Annual Gala, taking place
in early June 2022. This year's theme is Front &
Center: Empowering Artists as we direct our
celebration towards the incredible artistic
community of Philadelphia. Enjoy an evening of
art, performance, food and drink, and raising
awareness for PVLA.
Sponsorship opportunities for this year's Gala are
available. Please email Kmetzner@pvla.org for
additional information.

PVLA
Success
Story

Alaina Johns
Editor-in-Chief
Broad Street Review
In early 2021, a PVLA volunteer lawyer hosted a Zoom presentation on
contracts and copyright law for a group of BSR’s freelance writers.
PVLA is currently assisting BSR in drafting contracts for their writers.

1. How did you hear about PVLA and how was your overall experience?
I actually knew about PVLA years before I came into my job with Broad Street Review, because I had a
freelance writing client who cheated me on payments, and a PVLA lawyer tried to help resolve that case. I
never did get paid in that case, despite winning in small claims and then in front of another judge on appeal,
thanks to PVLA's help with the latter, but it was an out-of-state company determined not to pay. PVLA has
been on my radar ever since. Then, this year, I was excited to connect with PVLA in my role as Executive
Editor of BSR.
2. Did the presentation provided by our PVLA speaker provide a benefit to your writers and your organization?
What kind of feedback did you receive from BSR writers in terms of the knowledge they accrued?
PVLA is currently helping us update our freelance contracts and we also really enjoyed being able to offer a
free Zoom session about this very topic to our freelance writers. It was definitely our best-attended pandemicera writers' event! The response from our writers was quick and enthusiastic, many attended the session, and
appreciated the information they received.
3. What would you want other arts organizations and artists to know about PVLA and what we can do for
them?
I would want local indie artists and writers, especially, to know that PVLA is a resource for helping develop
and vet contracts, or finding a remedy when unscrupulous people or businesses try to exploit arts-sector
professionals who may lack the legal/business/administrative skills to properly advocate for themselves. It's a
simple feeling of knowing you're not alone when the business side of the arts gets complicated, or people act in
unethical ways.
4. Would you recommend PVLA to others within the arts and cultural community who might need legal aid?
Definitely! We've appreciated the benefits PVLA has provided to us, but beyond that, we've appreciated how
friendly the team is, and how responsive to our ideas and needs. We're glad to continue the partnership!

Broad Street Review was founded in 2005 as an online nonprofit arts and culture journal.
Visit BSR at broadstreetreview.com.

"PVLA has been a godsend...They connected me with responsive attorneys who are good with what they do."
--Sonya Aronowitz, Juniper Productions

Who Does
PVLA Serve?
Low income artists and inventors
Artist Collectives
Low budget non-profit arts
organizations

"Art enables us to find ourselves and lose
ourselves at the same time.”
– Thomas Merton

Support
PVLA

How Can YOU Help?

PVLA supports low income artists and
low budget arts organizations in order
to provide our clients with equal
footing in their dealings with the
various parties they must work with
in order to produce, and share their
work with the world.

How Does
PVLA Help?
Contract and policy drafting,
negotiation, review, and
enforcement
Business entity formation &
registration, including LLCs and
securing non-profit status
Copyright and trademark
protection

Join in our efforts to support Philadelphia's creative community and
protect innovation.
The arts are fundamental; they inspire, soothe, and uplift us. They
help us express our ideals, build bridges between cultures and
communities, and bring us together across differences.
Your gift will fund critical needs of our organization: programming,
operational costs, and fundraising initiatives.
Your continued support grants PVLA the opportunity to serve
Philadelphia's arts and cultural community, and allows us to
continue to EMPOWER ARTISTS.
The official registration and financial information of Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the
Arts may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within
Pennsylvania, (800) 732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Commercial property issues
related to studio or performance
spaces
Employment issues
Privacy and defamation

Make Your Tax Deductible Donation to PVLA Today:

Licensing
Tax law
Check payable to Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts
200 S Broad Street, Philadelphia PA 19102

Thank
You
Your generosity helped PVLA to continue to offer services
to our arts and culture clients during this difficult year.
A special thank you to the organizations that supported
PVLA this year, including:
Archer & Greiner, P.C.
Ballard Spahr LLP
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
COVID-19 Arts Aid PHL Fund*
The Independence Foundation
The Philadelphia Bar Foundation
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP
Sellei Law LLC
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP
United Way of Greater Philadelphia
and Southern New Jersey

PVLA Board

Connect
With Us
200 S. Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA
215-790-3836 ext.1
pvlalegal@pvla.org
pvla.org

Philadelphia Volunteer
Lawyers for the Arts
(PVLA)

Thank you to the PVLA Board:
President- Brian R. Kisielewski, Esq. | Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Vice President- Joseph E. Ronan, Esq. | Ronan Law Group, PLLC
Treasurer-Frederick D. Strober, Esq. | Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr, LLP
Secretary-Sharon M. Erwin, Esq. | Law Offices of Sharon M. Erwin, LLC
Directors:
Janine Beckles | Philadanco!
Sekou Campbell, Esq. | Culhane Meadows, PLLC
Diane P. Edelman, Esq. | Villanova School of Law
Allison Gifford, Esq. | Stradley Ronan Stevens & Young, LLP
Tricia Handza | Nonprofit Strategist
Robert F. Hart | J.P. Morgan
James J. Holman, Esq. | Duane Morris, LLP
Lucy J. Mason | Main Line Art Center
Gabrielle J. Sellei, Esq. | Sellei Law, LLC
Jonathan Viscardi | ArtSmart
Ralph G. Wellington, Esq. |
Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

WE EMPOWER ARTISTS

